《Neighbour’s Living Water Commentary – 2 Kings》(Robert E. Neighbour)
Commentator

Published in 1939-1940, this is a timeless collection of Biblical analysis, exposition, and truths with a unique blend of literary creativity. The metaphor of a water well perfectly describes the depth of thought and spiritual clarity.

This commentary began from the author's sermon notes and was published in 14 volumes.

Dr. Robert Edward Neighbour worked extensively with Southern Baptist missions and pastored a number of churches, including the First Baptist Church of Atlanta, GA. While there, he started the Baptist Bible Union and left the Southern Baptist denomination behind. After a number of years at the helm of the BBU, he left and continued his work as an evangelist and missionary until his death in 1945.
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INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
Elijah had lived a good life, and had rendered a faithful ministry. The time had come, however, for him to go to be with his Lord. As the time drew near for Elijah to go, Elisha stepped onto the scene. Elisha, no doubt, had been under Elijah's instruction for a time, and had proved himself worthy of trust. 

1. Elisha's following with Elijah. As Elijah passed from Gilgal on his way over Jordan, Elisha went with him. At Bethel Elijah urged Elisha to tarry behind, but Elisha said, "As the Lord liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee." So they went both of them on together. The young men among the sons of the prophets said to Elisha, "Knowest thou that the Lord will take away thy Master from thy head to day?" And Elisha said, "I know it." At Jericho, Elijah urged Elisha again to tarry behind, but Elisha still insisted that he would pass on with Elijah. 

Beloved, we need to learn the glory of perseverance. No good thing will God withhold from those who know the spirit of endurance. He who is discouraged at the first obstacle in the way, will never go through to the place of power with God. Jacob said to the Angel of the Lord, "I will not let thee go, except thou bless me." Gideon was faint, yet pursuing. 

2. The fifty sons of the Prophets stood afar off to see what would happen. As Elijah came to the Jordan the sons of the Prophets stood at a distance to see the glorious finale of Elijah. The Prophet came to the Jordan, Elisha went with him, determined to be with him to the end. Here is a striking contrast the sons of the Prophets stood afar off, as mere sight-seers; while Elisha aligned himself intimately with Elijah. Are we onlookers, and well-wishers; or, are we walking with our Lord, outside the camp. 

3. Elijah's request. As they went on their way, Elijah said to Elisha, "Ask what I shall do for thee, before I be taken away from thee." All along the way as we see it, Elijah had been putting the young man, Elisha, to the test. He did not really want him to tarry behind, but he did want to discover the metal of Elisha's character. 

Satisfied that the young Prophet was trustworthy, Elijah sought to discover the inner yearnings of Elisha's heart. Elisha's response sufficed for he said, "I pray thee, let a double portion of thy spirit be upon me." 

Elijah said, "Thou hast asked a hard thing: nevertheless, if thou see me when I am taken from thee, it shall be so." 

4. The uptaking. As they still went on, and talked, a chariot of fire and horses appeared and parted them asunder, and Elijah went up by a whirlwind into Heaven "And Elisha saw it." 

Then cried Elisha, "My father, my father, the chariot of Israel, and the horsemen thereof." With God's call plainly upon him, Elisha took up the mantle of Elijah, that had fallen from him, and went back on his way. As he came to the Jordan he took the mantle of Elijah and smote the waters of the Jordan, and they parted before him, and Elisha went through. 

Young men and women, you, too, are called of God to service. However, before God gives you the mantle of His power, you must go with Him outside the camp, you must demonstrate your willingness to follow Him fully, and obey Him implicitly. 

I. SEEKING THE BODY OF ELIJAH (2 Kings 2:16-18 ) 
1. The skepticism of young prophets. The fifty young men before us, were sons of the Prophets. They were under training for the priesthood. How sad, then, to see the unbelief that beclouded their mind! They insisted that Elijah had, no doubt, fallen upon some mount, or into some valley, and they wanted to go and fetch his body for burial they wanted also to satisfy their curiosity as to what had happened unto their master. 

2. Elisha forbad the request of the young prophets. He said, "Ye shall not send." Nevertheless the young men pled, and Elisha permitted them to pursue their foolish way. The fifty went and spent three days seeking, but they found not Elijah. 

Are there not many who still seek to solve the miraculous, by discovering some natural phenomena; or else they discount the power of God to work a miracle. 

3. The final seal to Elisha's Divine call. The men of the city said to Elisha, something like this: "We have a delightful city, with pleasant vista, but our water supply is poor, and the land is barren and waste." Elisha went forth to the spring of waters; he put salt therein, and the waters were healed unto this day. Thus did the city discover, not alone Elisha's anointing of God, but that God will supply all our needs according to His riches in Glory by Christ Jesus. 

4. The jeer of the children. As Elisha went his way, the children of the city mocked him, saying, "Go up, thou bald head." The children were making light of Elijah's ascension, and deriding Elisha's call from God. As Elisha pronounced his curse, two she bears came forth from the woods and slew forty-two of the children. Let the little folk learn the folly of mocking God, and His servants. These children from Bethel were, doubtless, voicing the unbelief of their parents. Thus was the sin of the parents visited upon their children. 

II. FROM SERVANT TO PROPHET (2 Kings 3:11 ) 
1. The dilemma of three kings. The kings of Israel and of Judah, with their ally the king of Edom, had gone down with their armies to harrass the king of Moab who had rebelled against Israel. They had gone down by the way of the wilderness, and they had no water. Then it was that they began to inquire if there was a Prophet in their midst. 

2. A revealing statement. As they sought for a Prophet, some said, "Here is Elisha the son of Shaphat, Which poured water on the hands of Elijah." Now we discover something of Elisha which is full of meaning. The man who had been a menial, a servant of Elijah, had been called of God as the great Prophet's successor. 

He, who faithfully fulfils the lowly task may be called up higher. Faithfulness on one line, proves ability on another. Let us do well the small and insignificant service, God may then greatly enlarge our usefulness. 

3. Elisha demonstrates that he is sent of God. To the king of Israel, Elisha said, "What have I to do with thee?" Jehoram, king of Israel, did not serve the Lord, therefore Elisha said, "Get thee to the prophets of thy father." He who seeks not to the Lord in the hour of his affluence and prosperity, cannot rightly call upon God in the hour of his adversity. 

Elisha, however, said, "Were it not that I regard the presence of Jehoshaphat the king of Judah, I would not look toward thee, nor see thee." How often do the wicked and the unworthy fall heir to the blessings which God gives to the righteous! The whole world, today, is being kept back from the curse of God because the righteous do continually pray and lift up holy hands toward the Lord. 

III. THE BIG-HEARTEDNESS OF ELISHA (2 Kings 4:5-6 ) 
1. Elisha helps the impoverished. A woman came to Elisha pleading her penury. Her husband was dead, and her creditor was about to take her two sons as bondmen till her debt was paid. Only a pot of oil remained in her house as a basis on which God might work. Thus, Elisha told her to borrow vessels not a few, and to pour in her oil till all were filled; then to sell the oil, pay her debts and live on the rest of the proceeds. 

It is interesting to observe that God's goodness moved in the realm of the miraculous, and yet along the lines of what she had. The Lord could have created bread and fishes to feed the five thousand, but He preferred to take the scant supply which was at hand, and multiply them. The Lord could have created oil for the widow, but He chose to use the oil she had, and to increase it. Thus God still delights in adding His almightiness to our nothingness, and in clothing our weakness with His power. 

2. Our benefactions are curtailed by our own actions. As long as the woman had vessels into which she could pour out her oil, the oil ran on, When all vessels were filled, the oil stayed. The woman doubtless regretted that she did not have a larger supply of vessels, when it was too late to remedy the lack. 

Carey said, "Attempt great things for God, and expect great things from God." He who asks little, receives but little; but large faith brings large benefactions. 

IV. ELISHA AND THE SHUNAMITE (2 Kings 4:37 ) 
1. A woman who was great in the sight of God. Here is a woman who was great with God. She was great because of her hospitality she opened her home to the Prophet, and gave Elisha both bread, and a bed on which to rest. She had spiritual vision, for she quickly discerned that Elisha was a man of God. 

2. A great woman in deep distress. Elisha had turned in, one day, at Shunem, and had gone to his room in the woman's home. He sent his servant, Gehazi, to say to the woman, "Behold, thou hast been careful for us with all this care; what is to be done for thee?" The desire of the woman's heart was for a son. This request was granted her by the word of Elisha. 

When the child was grown, while he was out with his father, among the reapers, he took sick and died. His mother laid him on the bed of the man of God, shut the door upon him, and hastened away to see the man of God. 

When she came to him at Mount Carmel, Elisha saw her approaching and sent Gehazi to meet her, and to ask her if it was well with her husband, and with her child. She answered, "It is well." 

Afterwards she reached Elisha, and she told him that the child was dead. The Prophet hastened away with her, and lay upon the child, putting his mouth to the child's mouth, his eyes upon the child's eyes, his hands upon the hands of the child. Then the flesh of the child waxed warm. After a while he called his mother and delivered the child to her. How marvelous to have some one upon whom we can cast our care! 

V. ELISHA AND NAAMAN (2 Kings 5:8 ) 
1. A man who was a leper. Naaman was a mighty man, a great man, an honorable man, a valiant man, but he was a leper. What good was all of his greatness, with death working its way upon him? Even so all the glory of the world fades when death comes into view. 

2. The little maid. When a band of Syrians had taken captive a little maid out of the land of Israel, and had presented her unto Naaman's wife, there was great commotion among her people. God, however, was sending a missionary to one of Syria's greatest men. 

As the little maid waited on Naaman's wife, she said, "Would God my lord were with the Prophet that is in Samaria! for he would recover him of his leprosy." Thus it happened that Naaman, with letters of authority and gifts from the king of Syria, came unto the king of Israel. 

3. Seeking a good thing in the wrong place. When the king of Israel heard that Naaman had come, he rent his clothes, saying, "Am I God, that I can cure a man of his leprosy?" It was at this point that Elisha appeared on the scene. He sent word to the king to send Naaman unto hint, that he might cure him of his leprosy, and that he might know that there was a Prophet in Israel. 

4. Seeking a good thing in the wrong way. Naaman came to Elisha, but he came imagining that the Prophet would do him obeisance, pass his hand over the leprosy and recover him. Naaman said, "Behold, I thought." How often do we allow our "Think-so's" to get in the way of God's ministry toward us! 

5. Elisha's orders. Without even appearing, Elisha sent word to Naaman to dip himself in the Jordan seven times, and his flesh would be clean. The captain of Syria's hosts went away in a rage, saying, "Are not Abana and Pharpar, rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel?" He thought that if dipping could cure him he had been a fool to come to the muddy waters of the Jordan. 

6. The obedience of faith. Under the constraint of his soldiers, the great man from Syria finally humbled himself, and, with faith enough to undertake and to put God to the test, he went down and dipped himself. Each time must have been a sore testing to his faith, as no improvement was apparent. When at last the obedience of faith was fulfilled, and he had dipped himself seven times, according to the word of the man of God, his flesh came upon him again as the flesh of a little child, and he was clean. 

VI. ELISHA AND THE IRON THAT SWAM (2 Kings 6:5-7 ) 
1. Circumscribed quarters. The sons of the Prophets felt themselves cramped in their dwelling place. They wanted to go and bring wood from the Jordan to enlarge their home. Elisha bade them to do as they desired. 

2. An urgent request. The young Prophets then said to Elisha, "Go with thy servants." It seems as though they felt that they could not undertake alone. 

3. As the wood cutting went on. While one of the sons of the Prophets was felling a beam, the axe head flew off from the handle, and fell into the water. The youth said, "Alas, Master! for it was borrowed." Do we not also serve with borrowed material? Our gifts have been freely given us of God. It is not by our own might or power that we work out God's ministry. All that we have comes from Him, 4. The important question. Elisha said to the young man, "Where fell it? And he shewed him the place." It is very vital for us to know where we have lost power with God? where our axe head fell? God will want us to go back to that place if we seek to be restored unto His grace and service. 

5. The iron did swim. Elisha was indeed a man of God. He cut down a stick and cast it into the water; and the iron did swim. There are some who would argue that iron is heavier than water. God, however, can make even the iron to swim. It is wonderful to enter into the Word and work of the Lord knowing that, with God, nothing is impossible. 

We read that the young man put out his hand and took it. God give us grace to take His blessings. Faith is the eye that looks, the foot that walks, the hand that takes. 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
COURTIER'S COURTESY 

Elisha was the product of personal contact with Elijah as his servant and observer. 

"' Courtiers are more polite in their manners than ordinary subjects, because they are more in their prince's eye and company. The oftener we are in God's court the more holy shall we become.' The company of the Lord's holy servants raises the tone of our thought and makes us aspire after a sanctity beyond what we possess, and therefore we may be sure that communion with their Lord will be still more beneficial to us. If we learn good manners from the man, what may we expect from being with the Master! From Jesus we shall learn gentleness and love, purity and self-sacrifice, and so acquire the courtly manners of the Prince of Peace, shaking off at the same time the boorish ways which cling to us from having dwelt in Mesech and tabernacled in the tents of Kedar. There is no preparation for Heaven like abiding with Heaven's Lord. 

"Come, my heart, art thou now walking with God? How long since thou hast spoken with thy Sovereign? Arise and get thee to His royal courts, and, once there, go no more out for ever. Thy Heaven and thy preparation for Heaven both lie in thy Lord." 

03 Chapter 3 
04 Chapter 4 
05 Chapter 5 

06 Chapter 6 

Verses 1-7
Lessons in Service 
2 Kings 6:1-7 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
The Old Testament is written for our instruction, upon whom the end of the ages is come. Its chief message is Jesus Christ. However, there is an abundant display of spiritual truths of all sorts found in its messages. 

We come, today, to the story of one of the outstanding miracles of the Old Testament; a miracle which broke the power of the law of gravitation into shreds. It is useless for ungodly scholarship to seek to explain the miracles upon any scientific basis. While ungodly wisdom cavils and complains, many of the wisest of earth take off their shoes and worship the God who worketh out His will, in all things, according to the greatness of His power. 

Iron does not naturally swim, for iron is heavier than water. Nevertheless this iron did swim. A ball shot high into the air by the bat of a league-hitter may sail far along, but it is surely destined to fall to the earth. Is it? Perhaps a league-catcher may stand on the tip of his toes, and throw up his hand and hold the ball in mid air. If he does he breaks the law of gravitation to shreds a ball destined to sink to the ground, does not sink. So also can the God, who made a law we call gravitation, temporarily check its sway. 

We need to get back to the God of the miraculous. Why seek to explain the wonder workings of the living and eternal Jehovah? It is not in man to understand God, nor to comprehend His power. We need to get back to a God who is before all things, and by whom all things consist the creative God. To deny God is to deny the miraculous. To deny the miraculous is to deny God. 

I. A CALL FOR ENLARGEMENT (2 Kings 6:1 ) 
The sons of the prophets said, "The place where we dwell * * is too strait for us." Should they have been satisfied with their circumscribed quarters? We wot not. 

There came a time when the Lord said to Moses, "Ye have dwelt long enough in this mount." Once more God was saying, "Go forward." 

Jehoshaphat said, "Know ye that Ramoth in Gilead is ours, and we be still, and take it not?" 

Paul wrote, "Having hope, when your faith is increased, that we shall be enlarged by you according to our rule abundantly, to preach the Gospel in the regions beyond you, and not to boast in another man's line of things made ready to our hands." 

1. Is there not room for enlargement in our Christian experiences? Are we satisfied to dwell where we are? Where we are, is where we have been for the most part, since we were saved. The Spirit wants us to grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour. The Spirit wants to transform us each day, more and more, into the image of our Lord. Shall we remain babes, whereas we should have been past the milk age long ago? Shall we eat milk, when strong meat should now be our portion? 

2. Is there not room for enlargement in our service for the Lord Jesus? Are we diligently serving? Are we buying up every opportunity? The field of the slothful soon grows up with weeds. Shall we be slothful? The Word says, "Not slothful in business; fervent in spirit; serving the Lord." 

The gifts which God has given us, are for use. If we have the gift of prophecy, let us prophesy according to the proportion of our faith. If we have the gift of ministering, let us wait on our ministering. If we have the gift of exhortation, let us exhort; or, the gift of giving, let us give . 

3. Perhaps there is room for enlargement in our Young People's work. Are we growing in numbers? Are we growing in spiritual fervor and power? So many Societies are no larger, and no more effective, than they were months ago. They are satisfied to eke out an existence. They are willing to have the same fifteen and twenty present, when there are scores of young people roaming the streets uninvited; and, so far as they know, undesired. 

We trust that it is different with you we trust you are saying to your pastor, "The place where we dwell with thee is too strait for us." We trust that you are so alive to your opportunities, that you are going out into the highways and byways, into the jails and hospitals, and to many places where you are increasing your quarters, by enlarged service. 

II. CO-OPERATIVE SERVICE (2 Kings 6:2 ) 
How delightfully does this verse present to us unity in the work of Christ. "Let us go," they said to the prophet: "let us make us a place." 

Far back in the beginning God saw that it was not good for man to dwell alone; therefore, He gave man an helpmeet When the Lord Jesus Christ sent out His Apostles, He sent them out two by two. When Paul traveled on his missionary journeys, it was Barnabas and Paul; or, it was Paul and Timothy; or, it was Paul and Silas. 

Our study today, however, goes beyond dual cooperation. It reminds us more of that verse which describes Pentecostal scenes, "And all that believed were together." Again, They "had all things common"; again, "They continuing daily with one accord." This is real co-operation. 

We remember the little quotation, "United we stand, divided we fall." The days of Ezra and of Nehemiah give great examples of united service. In Ezra 3:1 we read, "The people gathered themselves together as one man to Jerusalem." Then, " they set the altar upon his bases; for fear was upon them." "They kept also the Feast of Tabernacles." " They gave money." " They sang together." "All the people shouted with a great shout." 

III. A CALL FOR COMRADESHIP (2 Kings 6:3 ) 
The sons of the prophets said unto Elisha, "Be content, I pray thee, and go with thy servants," and he answered, "I will go." "So he went with them." If the Lord labor not in the house, they labor in vain that built it. If we go forth together, and yet without the Lord's presence, we go in vain. The great army may be united, but it must have a leader. The general goes with his army. He shares their case, with them. Our Lord Jesus Christ is called in Hebrews 12:1-29 , "The Author and Finisher of our faith." Someone has translated that verse, the File-leader of the faith. The file-leader not only goes with his people but he goes before them. The shepherd not only knows his sheep, and calls them by name, but he goes before his sheep and leadeth them out. 

Our Lord Jesus Christ said, "All [authority] is given unto Me in Heaven and in earth. Go * * and, lo, I am with you." Thank God for this hallowed presence of the Son of God! He never has asked us to go anywhere, or to do anything, that He will not go with us, and aid us. On the other hand, He has said, "Without Me ye can do nothing." 

When the prophets dwelt in their narrowed quarters, Elisha dwelt with them. For, to him they said, " The place where we dwell with thee is too strait for us." When they went forth, they asked him to go with them, and he went. 

Have we asked the Lord to tarry with us, when we are at home and, to take up His abode with us? When we go forth by day, do we ask Him to go with us? 

IV. A MANIFESTATION OF HUMAN FAILURE (2 Kings 6:5 ) 
This brings us to the most striking thing thus far. The sons of the prophets went with Elisha, and "when they came to Jordan, they cut down wood: but, as one was felling a beam, the axe head fell into the water." 

1. The lost ax head. So much of the work which we do seems covered with blunders. It is spoiled by accidents which measure in effect this accident among the sons of the prophets. Just as everything seemed to be running smoothly, and progress is being made, something happens to mar our activity. The loss of an ax head put the activities of one of the men out of commission. In fact, we are sure that all of the others came running in response to the cry of this one young prophet to bemoan his loss. Thus the work was hindered. It proved worth the while, now, that the Prophet went with them. He was able to solve the difficulty as we shall soon see. If we travel alone we will not only lose our ax head, but we will be unable to restore our loss. 

2. The lost ax head was borrowed. When the young man met his accident, he cried, "Alas, master! for it was borrowed." Are we laboring for Christ? If so, we are laboring with the gifts which He has given, or loaned us. We need not boast anything that we possess, for it is borrowed. The prodigal boy who wasted his substance, was, in fact, wasting that which was given him by his father; just as truly as the young prophet who lost his ax head, lost that which was borrowed. The Christian graces are all called spiritual gifts. Gifts may be diverse, but they are all from the same Spirit. 

This is the way the Bible reads: "To one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of knowledge by the same Spirit; to another faith, by the same Spirit; to another the gifts of healing, by the same Spirit." All of these things are not only given by the Spirit, but the selfsame Spirit is the one who worketh these gifts and makes them effectual. 

V. WHERE WAS IT LOST? (2 Kings 6:6 ) 
When the young prophet went to Elisha with the cry that he had lost his borrowed ax head, the Prophet asked, "Where fell it?" 

The lesson for us in this statement, is this: Where is the place that we lost our testimony? Where was the place that we departed from the Lord? If we would regain our loss, we must go to the place where we stepped aside, and begin afresh, from there. It may be easy to wander into forbidden paths, and to travel quite a distance away from God and duty into paths of worldly pleasures. It is not pleasant, but it is necessary to retravel the same paths, back to the point of departure. 

Peter left the Lord when he said "Although all shall be offended, yet will not I." On and on Peter went, until he cursed and swore, and said, "I know not this Man of whom ye speak." With what sorrow did Peter retrace his steps, until at last he came back to the place where he departed! The second time he refused to boast his own love and fidelity, as superior to that of the other disciples. Christ said, "Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou Me more than these?" Peter confessed no love beyond John, or Thomas, or Thaddaeus, or Bartholomew; he simply said: "Thou knowest that I love Thee." 

Samson left the Lord, as with his head pillowed in Delilah's lap, he told that his power was in the Nazarite vow, made sure by his long hair. After months of suffering and shame, Samson found his power, once more, just where he had lost it. When his hair was once more long, and his vow renewed, his power came back to him. 

Let us not think for a moment that we can pass by the place where we lost our power and our fellowship with the Lord. We must go to that place and say, Here is the place where I sinned. If we remember that our brother has ought against us, we must first go to that brother, and become reconciled; and then come, and offer our gift. 

VI. THE IRON DID SWIM (2 Kings 6:6 , l.c) 
When the son of the prophet had shown Elisha the place where the ax head fell, the Prophet cut down a stick and cast it in thither and the iron did swim. 

We have before us one of the outstanding miracles of the Old Testament. However, the restoration of the lost ax head was no more a miracle, than is the restoration of a backslider's lost power. 

We should remember that there are mighty forces at work to undo a believer, and to rob him of his power. In Zechariah we are told that one named Joshua stood before the Angel of the Lord, and Satan stood at his right hand to resist him. "Now Joshua was clothed with filthy garments and stood before the Angel." Satan is always there to resist the cleansing of saints; and it takes power, mighty power, to rebuke such an one. 

There is a verse in Ephesians where Paul prays that we may know the power that God wrought toward us, in Christ, when He raised Christ from the dead, and set Him at His own right hand in the Heavenly places. That was a mighty power, and a power toward us, because, we were quickened together with Him and raised together with Him, and made to sit together with Him in the Heavenly places. Which is more miraculous? Causing the iron, which by nature would lie in the bottom of the water, to swim; or causing us, who by nature would wander in the murk and the mire of evil communications and corrupted manners, to live with Christ above the clouds? 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
For our illustration today we are quoting a beautiful little poem by Annie Johnson Flint, which aptly explains the beauty of a life raised (like the iron was raised) by power Divine from the bottom of the murky waters of sin and shame. 

"When first I woke to life, 

Deep down in the river's bed, 

I could not breathe for the stifling ooze 

And the blackness over my head. 

In darkness I longed for the light, 

Prisoned, I yearned to be free, 

In dreams I pined for the sky and the wind, 

For star and bird and tree; 

And I said: 'I will rise to that upper air, 

And the life that draweth me.' 

The twining weeds of the water-world 

Reached out and held me fast; 

The lithe reeds wove a tangled net 

To catch me as I passed; 

The creeping things of mire and mud 

Beckoned and bade me stay; 

In the treacherous current, swift and strong 

I felt my weak stem sway; 

But through them, over them, past them all 

I took my upward way. 

Till, white, white, 

Brimmed with sunshine and steeped in light, 

I lifted up my fragrant cup 

Bloom of the daytime and star of the night 

In rapture I gazed at the heavens blue 

And knew that all my dreams were true. 

And pure and fair my white leaves bear 

Never a trace of slime and mold, 

And the crawling things of the underworld 

Have left no taint on my heart of gold. 

In peace I rest on the river's breast, 

And living, I love, and, loving, live, 

And breathing deep of that upper air, 

My life to the world in sweetness give." 

May God help us, even as the iron was raised from the depths, and the water lily was lifted from the mire, that we may be raised and made to sit with Him in the Heavenly places. 
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